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Subaru 360 Wins Class in Liége-Brescia-Liége Rally

Two UK-based teams have taken first and second'{)Iace in the Spirit 425cc Class of the Liége-Brescia-Liége microcar rally.
Covering 2000 miles through Belgium, Germany, Austria, Italy and Slovenia, these little kei cars even conquered the

Stelvio (not Kev's dream car, the Alpine road) and Gavia Passes of Italy, some of Europe’s most grueling terrain.

Regulars know that this year marks Subaru’s 50th anniversary, but 2008 is also the 50th anniversary of the Licge-
Brescia-Liége. It was started in 1958 during the Suez Canal Crisis, which threatened to cut Europe off from its oil supply
in the Middle East. In response, rally organizers wanted to prove that small, fuel-efficient cars could perform just as well
as their gas-guzzling counterparts over Europe’s most demanding roads (making it all the more disappointing that we're
still grappling with the same oil issues today). The original allowed only cars 500cc or under, and the intense schedule

meant almost three non-stop days of driving. The modern rally is a bit more leisurely - 10 days, and cars up to 1000cc
are allowed.

Congratulations to Jane Puttock, James Ewing, Vic Sayer and Craig Lawson!

i
i
]
?

d S

e il

Eoge by




kkkkkkSave the datelk kkkk sk ik k sk k ik ik sk sk sk ik sk sk sk 5k ok sk sk %k 5k ok ok 5k 3k 3k %k %k

29th Annual SW Unique Little Car Show

April 3-4, 2009

Double Tree Inn and the Citadel Outlets

City of Commerce, California

5-Mile Cruise

to the oldest
McDonalds
Restaurant

and Museum

Friday Night

Your Unique Little Car Show will be
held in the center of the beautiful
and popular Citadel Outlets --
situated behind an historic Assyrian
Castle wall and within walking
distance of the Double Tree Hotel.

Saturday
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Banquet brought to you by
Ruby’s Diner

Saturday Night

2009 Host Club
Metropolitan Club of California Ltd.

% % Registration Packet coming in January... Questions? Contact calif_metro@yahoo.com % %



The Metropolitan Club of California Ltd

invites you to the : e . .
* Cut on the dotted line and submit this portion with payment

s, @ HOTEL INFORMATION
/z ‘ '.Ll:"q,’tl,,e": Lot :

g : Double Tree Hotel Los Angeles/Commerce
5757 Telegraph Road
Commerce, CA 90040

APRIL 3-4, 2009 For reservations call: 1-800-222-TREE

COMMERCE $85 single/$95 double per night
CALIFORNIA : Reference: Unique Little Car Show
Note: the above hotel rate does not include tax. Rates are
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS i good Friday and Saturday nights only. RV parking available.
FRIDAY, APRIL 3, 2009 2009 SOUTHWEST UNIQUE LITLE CAR SHOW
Welcome and Pre-Registrants’ Check-In REGISTRATION
5:00 — 6:30 p.m. "
Hospitality Room, Double Tree Hotel § Dame
5 Mile Car Run to the oldest McDonald’s and Museum Street
6:45 —9:00 p.m. City/State/Zip
SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 2009 Email
Car Pl;‘ %e(;n aerl:lt ST Chapter/Affiliation
) » e _ i Year/Make/Model of Car(s)
On-Site Participant Registration Available '
7:30 — 8:30 a.m.
Hospitality Room, Double Tree Hotel ; EVENT COSTS
Car Show Car SHOW: sicussisessissisonssssse $20 1% car; $15 each add’l car
9:00 a.m. — 3:00 p.m. $25 each if received after 3/30/09
Citadel Outlets Parking Lot i Awards Banquet: ............. $20 Buffet Dinner
) i T-Shirt: $12 each pre-ordered
Judging 3 $15 at Car Show
11:00 a.m. :
Free Time Primarycarentry @ 1 ~ x$20=__ $20
3:00 — 5:30 p.m. i #ofadd’lcarentries ~ x$15=
i # of dinners . x%20=
Banquet i # of t-shirts . oxS2=_
6:00 — 10:00 p.m. 1 #S #M #L #XL #AXXL____

Citadel Outlets Community Room Tishal arount sudiosed:

: Mail check payable to: Met Club CA Ltd
CAR JUDGING i C/O Jacqui Lopez

People’s Choice ** Best in Class - : 1975 Anaheim Street

(5— 9 in class — 1" & 2" place; ! Costa Mesa, CA 92627
10 or more in class - 1", 2™ & 3™ place : o
Hard Luck ** Furthest Driven ** F urthef ¢ Brc)> ught : No refund of registration fees after March 30, 2009.
Nellie Gnepper Award (Best Engine Compartment) i By execution of this entry form, I/We hereby release 2009 Southwest Unique
Daﬂy Driver *% Ruby’s Choice * %k Citadel’s Choice *% ! Little Car Show, Metropolitan Club ofCalifornia Ltd, and the
Best in Show i Double Tree Hotel, their officers, employees and anyone else connected with

this event of all known and unknown damages, injuries, judgments, and/or
claims from any cause whatsoever that may be suffered by anyone

Ballots for People’s Choice Award must be turned in to the participating in this event or by any spectators.

information table by 1:00 p.m.
All other awards judged by committee.

Participant Signature Date

'

Questions? Email calif metro@yahoo.com
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360's cabin by today’s
standards (below)

ata’s January 2008 announcement of

an Indian people’s car, the Nano, was

greeted with such arrogance from
the West that it bordered on paternalism.
It seems that established automotive
nations have forgotten all too quickly how
basic and compromised any number of
so-called ‘people’s cars’ from the world’s
biggest manufacturers have been.

As mass vehicle ownership impacts
on global fuel reserves and climate, it
must be said that the Nano is more of a
vehicle for its times than many “live today,
tomorrow we die” efforts still emerging
from mainstream auto manufacturers.

It’s also significant that the Nano’s
manufacturer has just bought automotive
icons Jaguar and Land Rover from Ford
which could no longer afford to hang

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS
Subaru has its origins in the Nakajima

rch Laboratory

founded in 1917 by Chikuhei Nakajima.
After this led 1o the deadly Zero fighter
plane, occupying forces split up the
company’s 12 divisions following WWil.

Five of these divisions were later
consolidated under Fuji Heavy lndustvies
before a new car-making anm emerged

. .
Our fuel reserves may now be in better shape if |
we'd taken more notice of Japan'’s K-class cars

onto them. In this topsy-turvy world
of declining fuel reserves, struggling
automotive greats and a new order of
manufacturers, no single company can
afford to take the future for granted.

As more Australians not only face
unsustainable fuel cost increases, there
is also the potential for fuel rationing
within the next decade. Sooner rather .
than later, world authorities will be forced
to prioritise between using and recycling
the world’s dwindling oil supplies for
essential goods and services over burning
it up for indulgent personal mobility.

The reality is that a quick survey of
Australian peak hour traffic (as for most
other developed nations) would show that
a Tata Nano could just as easily satisfy
Australian commuters as a full-sized

from this conglomerate in 1953. The
Japanese word for the six star Pleiades
cluster in the Taurus consteliation gave

dned-uphefmasalesnelmkmﬂd

vehicle. Remove easily-accessed and
affordable fuel and the Nano could ali teo
easily become the cool vehicle choice for
its Western critics, compared to walking.

It’s in this context that the
achievements of the Nano and vehicles
like the 1960’s Subaru 360 must be
viewed. It can also be humbling to recail
some of the established industry’s mass
market vehicles before judging the efforis
of emerging nations.

Ever driven an original 1920s
Austin 77 Although it was slow and
basic, it could certainly arrange a
meeting with your maker faster than
most of today’s vehicles. The Model T
Ford was little better. Even compared o |
their contemporaries, both were far more |
compromised than the Nano.

be established placing Fuji's automotive
ambitions en hold for another four years.
When Japan's new K-class provided

the perfect context for Subanr’s weight-
saving aviation

background,

Subaru never 5
aftey the 360s e

successful 1958 ., ©
debut.




Our featured Subaru 360 is owned by West Australian Peter Briggs and at the
time of writing was on display at the Fremantle Motor Museum, which faced
closure due to the non-renewal of its lease on the heritage-fisted building

at Victoria Quay. According to the Museum, it is one of 35 cars imported to
Australia from 1960-64 and one of a handful that survive Down Undex. in

Ameyica they were known as ‘jelly bean’ cars because of their very bright colours,
although this one has more subdued paintwork. While it has seen better days, the
quirky little Subaru with its air-cooled, rear-mounted engine still gets along at a
reasonable pace, despits just 16bhp (12kW).

air feeds to the engine cooling fan and air
cleaner missing on the featured car.

Early models reguired drivers to mix
their own fuel hence a fuel tank cap that
doubled as a measuring cup. These early
versions had headlights that looked like
paint tins attached to the front guards
hence the nickname ‘ladybird’. The basic
dash was not unlike an early Fiat 500
while storage was under the rear seats
as the spare wheel and battery filled the
front. Despite the 360’ tiny 10inch wheeis,
the ride was surprisingly smooth with
a reasonable balance of economy and
performance from its 15-18kW engines.

The first facelift in 1963 added the
recessed headlights of our featured
car and more elaborate interior while
the 1967 upgrade added a self-mixing
‘Subarumatic” fuel system. A bigger

422cc version called the K212 Maia,
which arrived around the same time as
the first styling upgrade, was exported to
Australia and the US. Although sportier
twin-carburettor SS versions with sports
stripe options followed, the Honda
Scamp’s 1966 arrival in Japan marked the
beginning of the end.

By 1970, Subaru had face-lifted the 360
with the boxier R-2, a model replaced by
the more medern Rex in 1972. It would
take until 1982, a wait of almost 20 years
before the baby Subaru returned o Oz as
the second Rex series badged as a Sherpa
at a time when Daihatsu and Suzuki were
also actively selling various ‘K-cars’,
including the Suzuki Mighty Boy.

The Subaru 360 enjoys particular
notoriety when a half-serious attempt
to sell it in the US almost succeeded.
Malcolm Bricklin, infamous for his Bricklin
sports car, ran a chain of successful
hardware stores which underpinned a
clearance sale of liquidated Lambretta

scooters. After replacing the Lambrettas
with Rabbit scooters from Subary,
Bricklin took on the 360 passenger car
when Subaru left the scooter business.

At two-thirds the price of a VW Beetle
with half the running costs and similar
perfaormance, the Subaru 360's exquisite
quality and quirkiness helped generate
10,000 exports. That was before a US
consumer body slammed a 2000kg Cadiftac
into a Subaru 360 leaving Americans
predictably shocked by the results. Sales
stalled and rumour has it that remaining
stocks had to be dumped in the ocean.

It is no coincidence that Indian families
faced with the prospect of abandoning
rickety human-drawn rickshaws,
cumbersome bullock drays, overtoaded
buses, three-wheeled scooter cars and
motor scooters used as five-passenger
family transport, are drawn to the Tata
Nano like a moth to a flame.

In 1969, no one questioned whether th
Cadillac at five times the weight of the
baby Subaru, was the guilty party that
should have been shoved into the sea. &
an indicator of how much the landscape
has changed, a similar consumer test
today is more likely to generate a call to
ban the Cadillac. &
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MORE ON BRAKES: I recantly changed the front brake pads on anita’
Toyota Echo - for the first time - at 115,080 miles - and they wo
probably have lasted another several months., I took off the rear drums
to see if the shoes needed replacing, and the linings were about 1/4
thick, s5¢ I bought a new set of shoes. amazingly., the rear shoes on a
2200-1b Tovota Echo have less contact arga than a 928 {sedany or 1240
{vany 1b. subaru 360f 5¢ if vou wonder 1f those little brakes on your
360 are adeqguate, the answer 15 YES.

unfortunately, the drums on the Echo are about 174" larger in diameter
than the 340, s¢ the Echeo shoes cannot be adapted to a 350, But here
are the measurements of the LININGS:

WIDTH: Echo, 1% 3540, § 178" THICKNERS: Echo, 178" 364, B5FAZZ"
The 360 rear lining is both wider {(by 12.5%: and thicker (by 25%: than
the Echo? Not only that, but half the lining was left on the Echo rear
shoes after 145,000 miles. WMo wonder I had no problem getting 425, 000+
miles on the rear linings on my Z64s!t

Mg comparison is possible on the front brakes, because the Echo has
dises,  Since the front brakes do the lion's share of the stopping, I
have found that 360 front shoes need toe be replacod or relined about

every A0, 0040 miles.

1 ) b DARRELL
SMITH recently purchased Shevrolet truck door weatherstripping (early
‘705 for his rear guarter windows and 1t worked nicely. It was $54.
for a kit for both truck doors, but vou only need ong plece to install
both Subary guarter windows., If vou need this kind of weathersiripping
and are the first to call bparrell vou can buy half a kit. 1T it's
gone, find another 360 owner near you who needs this angd split the cost
and the material with them. But in any case, 1T vou want to know more
about this installaticn, call or e-mail Darrell dsissgsg@comcast.net

I'wve
scen this happen before, but not in recent years - because very few
Subaru 360 carburetors still have the original cork gasket under the

float bowl cover. oOne member recently found This on his:
{lik

The cork gasket tends to wrinkle as it ages g all of us;
it wrinkles downward and hardens that way it can stop the
rising far enough to shut off the needlesseat valve 1n the
CoOVer. one way to fix this, if the eodge of the gasket whers it is
compressed by the cover is still good, i1s to cut the hole
[a)

*

1
to a much larger siFe. If the gasket pxtends 14" into the howl all

around, 1t will still work just fine, and can't wrinkle enough to hang
uyp the fioat. another scoluticn is to make a new gasketr out of gasket
stock available at any auto parts store. Get the black, gas-resistant
high temperature material with a thicknoss of 17167, 1 use an x-acto
knife to cut the shape and a leather punch for the holes. If your colid
gasket is too bad to use for a patiern, use the bhowl cover with the

needlesseat valve removed as a pattern.

d UEI. NS T T
I just got a press rvelease from BRT Tech Jorp.

which thevy say is monev-back guaranteed to dissolve the corrosion
between veour pistons and cylinder walls. It's %49 T a 2580ml can
{ “ i i
i

o

about 1 cup) which is several times the price of Liguid Wrench, but if

.iguid Wrench fails, the wehsite is www. erngincrelease. com
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MORE ON FPROBLEMS WITH “OMYGENATED FUEL" ] B . _
FoT many vears, Tucson has had "funny fusl" laced with ethancl in
winter months only., s¢ I could get the good stuff locally 6 months of

rhe year, and in the winter I would take & 5-gallon cans with me to a

station 30 miles from home that had pure gasoline all year round.

Last winter 1 drove to that station, snly to find out that the
noundaries of the funny fuel area had besen expan wded, and that station
was now in it. 5o 1 drove another 28 miles and managed to get pure

the winter. 540

gasoline at the more distant iocation for the rest of
far, s0 good.

we took a trip for the first 3 weeks of September, and I forgot o fiil
up with summer gas in my 360 van before we 1eft, By the time we got
back, the ethancl blend was the only thing available in town, and I was
afraid I would not have enough gas left for the 50 mile trip to get the
good stuff. 5o 1 did the easiest thing, I filled up locally, and
regretted it almost immediately.

Besides the usual downsides of reduced power and poorer gas mileage, I
began having the problem I had forgotten since 1995, the last time I
used ethancl mixed fuel. 1I1f I drove more than 10 miles or so, the fuel
would boil in the carburetor when I shut the engine off, creating a
“fiooded” condition in the engine and making it difficult to restart.
By holding the gas pedal to the floor, and trying several short burts
on the starter, I could always get the snging to start, but it was a
definite nuisance. This problem is much worse in sedans, where the
carburetor sits right above the mufflier. The heat from the muffler can
cause even the best pure gasocline to boil when it's over 4108 degrees
out, uniess you make & baffie above the muffler to divert the direst
heat, and prop the engine hood partially open for extra ventilation
when vou stop for an errand with the enging hot.

This_canditien is much worse with et}
had in 1995, ovon with thﬂ hafflc, the fue
the engine EVEF at much lower temperatures

itk + y I 1 it

With the wvan, I have never had a problem with the gas boiling when
Wit boilin hen
fdéng pure gasoline. But with the ethancol blend, the oproblem persists
at § y temperature above about 80 degrees (normal hers until Nawcmhﬂlgd
5¢ I'm off to fetch 6 cans of pure gasgline &0 miles swav T
afreur trip during Septoember I found that most midwestern statos offer
on a tembe: storn S os offer
ﬁ%*?gﬁ%ﬁf?éi?e as’_PEGLLAH UNLEADED and ethanecl blend as MIDGRADE or
HLEADED s, IT vou live in any of those st i 't

o Tive 1 ny of those ates, be sure to use th

Tuel WITHOUT any ethancl in it - ov g Tt i lerd is les

uel HITHC ; i I even where the sthancol blend is less
if you iive in a location that requires “oxygenated fuel" for all or
iy v _ _ Ry ed fuel for all T
ggz_ of the yeagf pure ggsslzne 15 generally avaiiable at marinas

2Caisse many outhoar Dng1nD: do not function well with th;pn;'
gspecially if they are Z-stroke enogines. Unfortunately fbe“gdé:;uﬁé
marinas in this corner of the Sonoran pesert’ oo e

IF A= —x 3 50

;DUf lo}ai g35 station owner or manager should know what vour lacai
;gg&latlen: are on fuel, and what is mixed intc the gasoling auai;ggiﬂ
i - B - i i L2 ~hiE g! AOiiiys
at that station. See the first article on P. %854 if ¥ou want to test

¥our gascline to see what vou are really getting



GEREMANY WHCO SENT US THE ERGCHUERE FORE THE SUE&RU LIBERD 1200 ALLRAD,
v of our Favorite Yans. FPhotos below show several wviews of this awd wehicle, and the
shows the FIVE different wavs that cwners can arrange the seats!?

aMES TC CLUE MEMBER STEEAN REOSAM IN
g newzr big brothe
lumn on the right

n
n o~

3y

Man sieht es dem Libero kaum
an: Aber nur wenige Handgritfe
machen aus diesem Multitalent
einen grofrdumigen Liefer-
wagen, der in Anschaffung undg
Alltag 4uBlerst wirtschaftlich isl.

Beide hintere Sitzbanke sind
umklappbar. So entstebt bei
Bedar! ein Laderaum von 182 x
122 x 115 cm mit ca. 2500 Litern
Volumen.

Der miflionenfach bewahrie Alirad-
Antrieb von SUBARU macht den

Libero auch tauglich fur Fahrten aul
unbelestigten Wegstrecken. Ganz gleich,
ob Sie Ihren Libero berullich oder fur
Ihre Freizeitambitionen nutzen




CHARLES KEPLEY will lose storage for his Subaru ff-4 in January 2409
He would like tg find one with a decent (rust-free) body before that.
or sell the one he has for all the good mechanical parts that are on
it, including the engine. You can write to him at:

CHARLES KEPLEY, 7275 N. Oketo Av., Chicago IL 60631 - OR -

vhone him at 773-8341-2344 f“ﬂlCaQO} or 704-£36-04%98 ({Salisbury NG ov
212-8B43-3314 {celly. Charles does NOT have e-mall.

FRED JOHNSTON has heen collecting special intersst cars and paris for
8% vears, including many Subary 3&is. His multiple health probliems
requite that he sell all of these to other collectors of unigue
vehicles, and do it soon. The 260s are parts cars, but still have some
good parts left. Fred bought a semi load of new 380 parts in the *'70s,
most are gone bhut he still has some. He recently found the "3-D photo®
that a lot of dealers once had, and would like a 350 Club member to get
it, ¥You can write to Fred at:

FRED JOHNSTON, B30 Tuckerion Av., Templs PA 1980 - OB -

phone him at £10-229-9593Z. Fred does MOT have e-mail.,

EELIABILITY: ®When you are driving vour Subaru 3646, vou will inevitably
get guesticoned by many onlookers who have no ides what vou aroc driving

I glways tell the same true story - we bought our 360 van i
1275, when the price of gaseclinge had scared to {gasp: 4 } :
galliont I thought it would be practical, and anita thought it was cute.

We still drive it every day, and still get 40-48 mpg with it. wWe could
drive 1t for a penny a mile in 1975, and now it costs a dime a mile
(with gas at $4.3 but it’'s still more sconomical than most vehicles on
the road.

Lots of feolks ask how teliable it is in daily use. I can fruthfully
say that this 360 and the others we have had are the most reliabie
vehicles we have sver owned. But I pull the guostioners® lsgs with the

following statistics:

ke hawve NEVER had
done on dozens of

We have NEVER had 2 timing chain fail on a2 Ssubaru 350, but this did
happen on one HMash and one Ford we ocwned.

Yo have NEVER had a water pump fail on a Subaru 340.

We have NEVER needed to have a radiator cleaned or repsired on a 3640.
Wz have NEVER had a radiator hos2 or heater hose fail on a subaru 350,
We have NEVER had a freeze plug corrode and leak in a Subaru Is0.

411 of these have caused problems on other cars we have puned.

wWe have NEVER needed to rveplace an aceelerator pump plunger or
di aphragm in the carburetor of our Subaru 3548, although nearly all the
other c¢ars we have had roguired these parts periodicallvy.

We have NEVER needed to replace a vacuum brake booster on a Subaru 350,
but we have on several cther cars we have owned.

We have NEVER had to roplace an aitv conditioner hosoc or Ccompressor on
& 5Subary 3é4, 1items we have had to replace on several other vohicles.

IST GOULD GO DM - AND OM - aAMD ONI
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2 more tips from members:
MARK HATTEN RECOMENDS THE FOLLOWING FOR SUBARU Z580 TRANSAMXLES -

70W-80W REDLINE MTL svnthetic oil
2 4 02. bottles of REDLINE SYNTHETIC FRICTION MODIFIER

(made for Limited Glip Differentials?.

JON CHOMITZ HAD A PARKING BRAKE CABLE BEAUTI
70

FULLY REBUILT BY
George Martin, 1510 King st., Lebanon PA 17047

3
i

AND IF YOU HAVE ANY UNIQUE MINICAR OR MICROCAR BROCHURES, HMANUALS,

ARTICLES, ETC. - KEN WEGER HAS ESTABLISHED A HNEW RESEARCH LIBRARY ON
THE SITE OF HIS MICRO/MINICAR COLLECTIONM, 3545 0Oak Ridge Rd4., {rvstal
Lake IL 60012 - 815-459-5005 Answeger@me. net If vou have items vou

would like to contribute, contact Een and ist him know what you have.

FINALLY, BECAUSE THE PIX OF OUR FAVORITE VEHICLES THAT WNEVER G0 DUT OF
STYLE shown with people whose '40s clothes have long gone out of style
were such a hit last issue, here's another thanks to MARK JUSTESEN.
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